Legal Notice Town of Preble

Planning Board

The Town of Preble Planning Board has cancelled its regular monthly meeting on Thursday March 15, 2001 and will reschedule on March 22, 2001 at 7:00 PM at the Preble Town Hall located on Preble Road. The Preble Planning Board will also hold two public hearings at the March 22,2001 meeting. The first public hearing will be in response to an application for a proposed minor subdivision by William and Mary Sue Wright. Property location is Preble Road. Deed #408/223. Tax Map parcel #27.00-01-59, consisting of 32 acres. This is a public hearing and all interested parties will be heard. The second public hearing is to be held on March 22,2001 and is in response to an application from Paul and Maureen Knapp of 2023 Preble Road for a proposed minor subdivision of 82 acres. Tax map # 27-00-14.1. This is a public hearing and all interested parties are invited to attend and will be heard.

Sharon Cassidy Flint

Secretary Planning Board 

Town of Preble

February Minutes on next page

Minutes for the Town of Preble Planning Board Thursday February 15, 2001.

The Town of Preble Planning Board met on Thursday February 15, 2001 at 7:00PM at the Preble Town Hall. Members present were Chairman Dean Smith, Tom Fox, Chris White and Vincent Maresco. Board member Peter Reppenhagen was absent. Code Enforcement Officer Doug Staley was present, as were interested members of the public.  Chairman Smith opened the meeting at 7:03PM and stated that the public hearing for the proposed Rittenhouse subdivision has been cancelled and that the Rittenhouse application has been withdrawn. Smith stated that they had other issues with other agencies. Smith discussed the issue of the proposed Meeker subdivision and the issue raised about frontage. Smith stated that on page 10 of the zoning ordinance a lot is defined and in order to be called a lot it must have adequate frontage on a road owned by the State, County or Town. New lots need to be off a public road or they would need an area variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals. Board discussed a workshop in March held by the State for training in Cortland County.

Chairman Smith called for old business from last meeting, which is the proposed Wright minor subdivision. Board reviewed the survey map with Mr. Bill Wright. Mr. Wright stated that the survey shows the proposed subdivision as 22 acres instead of 17. Code Officer Doug Staley stated that there is access by the Agway building and it would not remain land locked. There are two accesses to the parcel. Chairman Smith stated that if the Board approved the subdivision it would be contingent upon 1. the Board to receive the intent to purchase by Beck, 2. joining the two properties and 3. a change in zoning. Smith stated that it is up to the Town Board to change the zoning and we will refer our comments to the Town Board with the comments from the Cortland County Planning Department. Doug Staley asked if Board had a referral from the Cortland County planning department. Smith stated no because we did not have a survey of the proposed subdivision. Smith stated that Board should to go ahead with the Wright minor subdivision application. Board member Vincent Maresco motioned to accept the proposed application for minor subdivision by William and Mary Sue Wright as complete.  Tom Fox seconded the motion. Vote was 4-0 in favor with one absent. Motion carried. Board members filled out the SEQR form and asked Mr. Wright to review and sign the short EAF.  Tom Fox motioned to declare the Planning Board as lead agency for the proposed minor subdivision of William and Mary Sue Wright. Chris White seconded the motion. Vote was 4-0 in favor, with one absent. Motion carried. Board member Vincent Maresco stated that the Board is evaluating the potential environmental impact of the proposed subdivision only. Vincent Maresco motioned to declare a negative declaration of the proposed subdivision of William and Mary Sue Wright. Chris White seconded the motion and the vote was 4-0 in favor with one absent. Motion carried.  Doug Staley stated that the Board must refer to Cortland County Planning Department and set up a public hearing. Board members agreed that there should be a public hearing. Smith has trouble with the March 15, 2001 date. Board members discussed holding the meeting and public hearing for the Wright minor subdivision on Thursday March 22, 2001.   Mr. Bill Wright asked if there would be more than one public hearing on the same date. Chairman Smith stated yes.  Board member Vincent Maresco motioned to hold a public hearing for the proposed subdivision of William and Mary Sue Wright on Thursday March 22, 2001 at the Preble Town Hall at 7:00 PM. Chris White seconded the motion and the vote was 4-0 in favor with one absent. Motion carried.  Sharon is to send notice to newspaper and referral to Cortland County Planning Department.                                                                           

At 7:35 PM Paul Bunyan did a presentation with Mr. Carl H. Wendt the Architect and P.S. Griswold the builder for a proposed addition to the existing structure. Mr. Wendt stated that the proposed addition would be 1200sq.ft. located to the South of the building and would be used for administration offices. Smith asked what is the current size of the existing office and Mr. Wendt stated that it was 1300sq.ft.    Mr. Wendt stated that the applications are into the County Health Department. Paul Bunyan plans to move the septic and will need Cortland County Health Department approval. Vincent Maresco asked how many employees will the business hold. Mr. Wendt stated that he sized it for about 35 employees per shift. Chairman Smith asked what the square footage of the existing plant. Smith stated that addition is 2% of the existing structure. Board reviewed the site plan and architectural drawings with Mr. Wendt and code office Doug Staley. Mr. Staley discussed the potential mill and distance from interstate 81 with Board. Board member Vincent Maresco was concerned with the large piles of shredded materials in location to interstate and stream. Mr. Maresco is concerned with the possible erosion problems. Mr. Wendt stated that the shredded wood would be moved. Doug Staley stated that he has no code concerns as far as erosion into the streams. Mr. Wendt stated that Paul Bunyan is planning to put thick gravel under shredded woodpiles. Board and Doug Staley discussed possible use of pond by fire department. Chairman Smith does have a drainage concern. Staley stated that it is an 8% slope. Chairman Smith wanted to know which way the roofline is. Smith stated that it is a very low grade and Mr. Wendt stated that shredded materials would be moved away from stream. Vincent Maresco stated that he just wanted to remind the board of the past concern in regards to the grade. Board members discussed truck loading, location of pavement and concrete pads with Mr. Wendt. Mr. Wendt stated that they do not have to move the well and the noise level will be the same. Vincent Maresco stated that he would like to see the storage pads for the shredded wood chips on the site plan and the Board agreed.  Mr. Went wanted to know if it would be contingent upon approval.

Board may make it contingent. Mr. Wendt stated that he would fill in and show all gravel storage and pads on site plan. Board member Vincent Maresco motioned to accept the Paul Bunyan application and site plan contingent upon complete drawing showing all gravel and storage pad areas on the site plan. Chris White seconded the motion. Vote was 4-0 in favor with one absent. Motion carried Board discussed the pond which is not owned by Paul Bunyan. 

Paul Bunyan application does not need to be referred to Cortland County Planning Department. Board discussed the need to hold a public hearing on the Paul Bunyan application. Board felt that there were no neighbors to take into consideration. Tom Fox motioned to wave the public hearing for Paul Bunyan site plan. Chris White seconded the motion. Language in the motion to reflect that there is no change to the business plan and that the addition is only 2% of the existing square footage, therefore board does not feel need to hold a public hearing regarding Paul Bunyan site plan. Vote was 4-0 in favor of waving public hearing with one absent. Motion carried.

At 8:07 PM Chairman Smith called for a new proposed subdivision application from Paul and Maureen Knapp. Board reviewed the application with Mr. Staley and the Knapps. Board wanted to know how far the property went, and did it cover the swamp area. Mr. Staley stated that the reason for the subdivision was to get the land approved by the Farmland Protection Plan. Chairman Smith asked if the only way they will value the land is if the value of the land will increase. Maureen Knapp stated that the top amount of the grant is 1.5 million. It depends on the appraisal of the land. It could be as high as 1.5 million. Smith stated so we want it to stay agricultural, so we will have to zone it commercial to increase value, in order for it to stay agricultural.  Maureen Knapp stated that that is correct. Board discussed the natural boundaries with the Knapps and Mr. Staley. Board member Tom Fox asked if it is subdivided and rezoned then the land would be protected. Then can you sell it? Maureen Knapp stated yes, but only as agricultural. Ms. Knapp stated that the Cortland County Agricultural Board would be at the public hearing. Smith wanted to know if the Board had any more questions and he felt it is the same as the Wright subdivision. Vincent Maresco stated that rezoning is not the Planning Board’ s issue, it is up to the Town Board. Chairman Smith stated that the Planning Board could refer comments to The Town Board. Maureen Knapp stated that the total size was 193 acres. Board member Tom Fox stated that it is a lot of property in Town and many people might be interested. Vincent Maresco asked how much of the 193 acres is tillable.  Maureen Knapp response was most of it. Board reviewed the map to identify the tillable and non-tillable land. Vincent Maresco stated that it is only 82 acres to be subdivided. Mr. Maresco asked if the Board needs a survey. Code officer Doug Staley stated that the Knapps are not changing the borders only the zoning. Mr. Staley does not feel a survey is necessary. Ms. Knapp would like not to have a survey done because of the expense. Chairman Smith asked is it subdivision because of natural boundaries or just a zoning change. Doug Staley is not clear on what IDA and the State requires. Vincent Maresco stated that if the deed describes the lot as clear as you say, then I do not feel the need for a survey because of natural boundaries. Chairman Smith stated that that is a question for Fran Casullo.  Chairman Smith moved to accept the application of the propose subdivision by Paul and

 Maureen Knapp and to be                                                                                                                  

contingent upon deed description by Town of Preble council to determine the necessity of a survey. Vincent Maresco motioned and Tom Fox seconded.  Chairman Smith asked for Board discussion. Mr. Maresco stated that they are not asking us for a zone change. Smith feels that it doesn’t matter who owns the land. Mr. Staley stated that at the end of a year the property would fall back to agriculture. Chairman Smith felt that zoning issue did not effect Planning Board.  Smith stated that the Town Board might make it contingent upon the Farmland Protection Plan. Vote was 4-0 in favor with one absent. Motion carried.

Vincent Maresco motioned to hold a public hearing for the proposed Knapp subdivision on Marsh 22, 2001 at 7:00Pm at the Preble Town Hall. Tom Fox seconded the motion. Vote was 4-0 in favor with one absent. Motion carried.  Board reviewed Knapp’s SEQR.  Smith asked if it all goes back to State agricultural and Market. Ms. Knapp stated yes. Vincent Maresco motioned to declare a negative declaration on the short EAF for the proposed Knapp subdivision. Chris White seconded the motion. Vote was 4-0 in favor with one absent. Motion carried. 

Doug Staley stated that the Knapp subdivision application should be referred to the Cortland County Planning Department because of its location to interstate 81 and Route 281. Chairman Smith asked Sharon to refer to Cortland County with EAF.

Board reviewed the time lines and felt that it was sufficient time to be on Cortland County Planning Department agenda. Board member Chris White motioned to declare Preble Planning Board as lead agency for the Paul Bunyan short form site plan. Tom Fox seconded the motion. Vote was 4-0 in favor with one absent. Motion carried, Tom Fox motioned to declare a negative declaration on the Paul Bunyan EAF. Chris White seconded the motion. Vote was 4-0 in favor with one absent. Motion carried. Board reviewed the minutes from January 18, 2001 meeting and approved them contingent with changes. Dean Smith motioned to approve and Tom Fox seconded the motion. Motion Carried, 4-0 with one absent.  

At 9:04 Chairman Smith asked for any new business. Mr. Robert Rittenhouse stated that Mr. Staley had written a letter in reference to his proposed subdivision to the Board and Francis Casullo and would like a copy of that letter. Mr. Rittenhouse felt that Mr. Staley was not truthful in his letter and would like Chairman Smith to get him a copy. Chairman Smith stated that he would speak with Town Council. Mr. Staley stated that he is asked to review all subdivisions and stated that he did nothing different with Mr. Rittenhouse’s application.

Chairman Smith stated that Mr. Staley is the Town’s Code officer and he will review all applications as per request of the Town Board. Dean Smith motioned to change the regular monthly meeting from March 15, 2001 to March 22, 2001 at 7:00PM at the Preble Town Hall. Vincent Maresco seconded the motion. Motion to adjourn.  Frank Hogg felt that in the Hall case a different code officer was assigned and felt the same should be done for Rittenhouse. Chairman Smith stated that it was an issue for the Town Board. Board discussed notification of neighbors within 500 ft of a proposed subdivision for public hearing. Board felt that it was a good idea and would refer to Town Board. Vincent Maresco motioned to refer addition to application procedures in writing to neighboring property owners within 500ft. of the lot affected. Chris White seconded the motion. Motion carried, vote was 4-0 with one absent. Adelbert Knapp concern was to protect the farmland.  Motion to adjourn at 9:26PM by Chris White seconded by Tom Fox. Motion Carried.
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