On Monday, September 10, 2007, the Preble Town Board held its regular monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor, Betty Ann Pitman, with the salute to the flag at 8:05
Board members present: Kate Edinger, Tom Fox, Peter Knapp and  Dave Morse, Councilmen.

Others present:  Jeff Griswold,  Don Armstrong, Anne Henderson,, Eleanor Bordwell, Calvin Griswold, Dan O’Shea,  Jim Doring, Jon Steger and Jeremy Boylan , Cortland County Historian 

CORRECTIONS/APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Motion made by Peter Knapp,  seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #49:
To approve the August 13,  2007 regular meeting minutes  as submitted

 Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Dave Morse(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

DOG CONTROL:
-June Report

1 complaint

1 abandonment

No cats taken to the shelter in June

-July Report

1 dog impounded

1 dog adopted

No cats taken to the shelter in July

-August Report

3 dogs at large

No cats taken to the shelter in August



JUSTICE REPORT:
-$25,825. submitted to the Town of Preble for August

HIGHWAY REPORT:   
Roads:
     
 -Working with the County on drainage and realignment of the Clark Road Spur and Steger Road

-Jeff received a call regarding Wright Road and Maycumber Road in regards to wind farms

Equipment:
-Jeff has been talking with Cindy from Teitsworth auctions.  She recommended waiting for the Syracuse auction to get rid of the Scania.  She will be contacting people from New Jersey that run Scanias.

-The OGS price on trucks may be adjusted again October 1st.

Shop:
-The binder will be put down at the salt shed on the 24th.  The armor-coat will be put on the same time as the Fire Station..

-Jeff talked to Tom Kile.  He feels there is no way to put a building up this fall without paying a premium.  He also stated the most reputable contractors are busy right now.

-Jeff has spoken to kids in the building and on the pipes twice (8/14 & 9/10).  He has gotten more “No Trespassing” signs.

Personnel:

-Jeff stated that the preview course for “Reducing Liability for Highway Officials” was very interesting.  The paperwork requirements were the largest focus along the following recognized standards.
Other: 

-Jeff has not heard anything from Bill Wood with his recommendations on access to the polling place.
Peter Knapp spoke on the replacement truck for the Scania.  The budget has been looked at and there is about a $50,000 in the Highway Savings and the balance would be transferred from the cash reserve equipment account.  The truck is on State bid so it will not be necessary to g out for bids.  A public hearing is needed to transfer money..  October 1st is the deadline.

Motion made by Peter Knapp, Seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #50:
To accept the State bid and submit the necessary paperwork.

Kate Edinger(nay) Tom Fox(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Dave Morse(aye)
RECREATION:

The Halloween Party will be held October 27th at the fire station.


COUNTY LEGISLATURE:
-John stated that County Judge Rumsey has made a decision on the legal contracts on the South Main properties..  The ad hoc committee has met regarding the 3 sites in Cortland for the Motor Vehicle Department..

ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT:

-August Report
   -3 building permits granted

   -Construction value: $57,800.



-Fees Assessed: $318.00

-1 permit pending

-1 Certificate of Occupancy issued

-1 30-day violation notice issued

-1 15-day follow-up notice issued

-3 cases pending in court

PLANNING BOARD:
-Meeting  - September 27th  @7:00;

HISTORIAN

-Anne stated that there would be a meeting September 19 regarding the Bicentennial

TOWN CLERK:
-$815.00 - fees collected in June.  Disbursed $11.75 to CC Treasurer; $22.50 to NYS Health Dept.; $242.80 to the NYS DEC and  $537.95 to Elizabeth Pitman, Supervisor


DON ARMSTRONG:
-




Jeremy Boylan, County Historian - . Made a presentation of projects which they are planning; A Bicentennial Parade, a Bicentennial Ball; a Historical Supplement in the Cortland Standard and County-wide bell ringing.  Other events being considered include a fireworks celebration, a county-wide Heritage Weekend with all historical museums open to the public and others.  These committees will be meeting on a monthly basis. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Inter-Municipal Contract with Tully  - Contract has been received..
Zoning  - Postponed for another month.

Farm Land Protection - .Don Armstrong presented the Board with resolutions for the Elinor Currie farm and the Vormwald farm:

ON THE MOTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF PREBLE ON THE 10TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2007:

Supporting an application for State Assistance Payments

Under the New York State Bond Act to Purchase Development Rights

on the Elinor Currie farm,

Town of Preble, Cortland County

WHEREAS, pursuant to the New York State Bond Act, there is State assistance available for Agricultural and Farmland Protection Implementation Projects, AND

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board has developed an Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan for Cortland County Pursuant to Article 25-AAA of the Agricultural and Markets Law, AND

WHEREAS, the Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan recommends the use of such techniques as the acquisition of development rights and conservation easements as a method to protect the availability of agricultural soils for farming and to lower the cost of maintaining farming from generation to generation, AND

WHEREAS, the Town of Preble has adopted a comprehensive Land Use Plan on February 13, 2006, and State Department of Agriculture and Markets has accepted the same as a plan which addresses the importance of preserving and protecting farmland with the Town of Preble, AND

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Agricultural and Protection Board has provided a letter in support of the Town Board submitting a grant application for the Currie farm as an Agricultural and Farmland Protection implementation project; and

WHEREAS, the Elinor Currie farm in the Town of Preble is location in the Preble Valley along New York State Route 11 and is subject to significant pressure for conversion to non-agricultural use, AND

WHEREAS, the Town of Preble is currently preparing to submit an application for State Assistance payments for the purchase of development rights on the Elinor Currie farm, in the Town of Preble, Cortland County, AND

WHEREAS, the Town is not being requested to provide any cash match contribution to this project, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor, upon review and approval of the Town Board, be and hereby is authorized to submit grant applications on behalf of the Town for the purchase of development fights on the Elinor Currie farm in the Town of Preble, Cortland County.

ON THE MOTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF PREBLE ON THE 10TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2007:
Supporting an application for State Assistance Payments

Under the New York State Bond Act to Purchase Development Rights

on the David A. Vormwald, Robert G. Vormwald, Jr.,

Eleanor M. Bordwell, Constance J. Cavanaugh Meaux and Judith A. Wilk farm,

(hereinafter “Vormwald farm”)

Town of Preble, Cortland County

WHEREAS, pursuant to the New York State Bond Act, there is State assistance available for Agricultural and Farmland Protection Implementation Projects, AND

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board has developed an Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan for Cortland County Pursuant do Article 25-AAA of the Agricultural and Markets Law, AND

WHEREAS, the Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan recommends the use of such techniques as the acquisition of development rights and conservation easements as a method to protect the availability of agricultural soils for farming and to lower the cost of maintaining farming from generation to generation, AND

WHEREAS, the Town of Preble has adopted a comprehensive Land Use Plan on February 13, 2006, and State Department of Agriculture and Markets has accepted the same as a plan which addresses the importance of preserving and protecting farmland with the Town of Preble, AND

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Agricultural and Protection Board has provided a letter in support of the Town Board submitting a grant application for the Currie farm as an Agricultural and Farmland Protection implementation project; and

WHEREAS, the Vormwald farm in the Town of Preble is located in the Preble Valley along New York State Route 281 and New York State Route 11 corridor and is subject to significant pressure for conversion to non-agricultural use, AND

WHEREAS, the Town of Preble is currently preparing to submit an application for State Assistance payments for the purchase of development rights on the Vormwald farm, in the Town of Preble, Cortland County, AND

WHEREAS, the Town is not being requested to provide any cash match contribution to this project, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor, upon review and approval of the Town Board, be and hereby is authorized to submit grant applications on behalf of the Town for the purchase of development fights on the Vormwald farm in the Town of Preble, Cortland County.

The resolutions to support the applications for the Elinor Currie farm and the Vormwald farm were presented and the Board was in agreement to accept them.

Motion made by Tom Fox, seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #51: To accept the resolutions to support the applications for the Elinor Currie and the Vormwald Farm into the Farm Land Protection Program.

Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye) Peter Knapp(abstain) Dave Morse(aye)
NEW BUSINESS
Post Office rent check received - $512.50

Nedra Griswold as Assessor - A letter from the NYS Office of Real Property Services has confirmed that Nedra Griswold meets the minimum qualification standards for sole appointed assessor as set forth in section 188-2.2 of the State Board’s rules.

Compensation Summary - A 3-year summary of compensation claims was passed out to the Board.  Because of this, our compensation rate will be lowered.

A letter has been received from the Calvary Baptist Church requesting to use the Town Hall for their Sunday Night meetings, September 9, 2007 through May 25, 2008; 5:30 - 7:30.  The Board has okayed the request.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Eleanor Bordwell thanked the Board for supporting the Vormwald Farm’s application for the Farm Land Protection Program.

APPROVE GENERAL AND HIGHWAY BILLS
Motion made by Kate Edinger,  seconded by Tom Fox

RESOLUTION #52:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 9,  Nos. 204 to 224, totaling $10,791.61

Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye)  Peter Knapp(aye) Dave Morse(aye)

Motion made by Dave Morse,  seconded by Tom Fox

RESOLUTION #53:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 9, Nos.  62 to 72, totaling $22,015.86 

Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye)  Peter Knapp(aye) Dave Morse(aye)

There being no further business, Betty Ann asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion made by Dave, seconded by Tom;  meeting adjourned at 8:40.

Respectfully submitted,

Unofficial 9/10/2007





Jane W. Davenport

Official






Town Clerk





